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INTRODUCTION 

This^book is based upon the belief that interesting material 
is the most important factor in learning to read; that the key- 
note of interest is the story-element, the plot ; and that the child 's 
delight in the oral story should be utilized in the very first steps 
of reading. This basis is the distinguishing feature of the 
Primer. 

In consequence, real stories, rich in dramatic action, have 
been chosen — stories which make use of the child's curiosity in 
''what is going to happen next'' — stories which have a plot, a 
series of incidents, and an outcome ; hence the child ' ' gets some- 
where" with his reading. The story element has been unfolded 
in such a way as to make each page a distinct unit. The 
PRIMER lessons presuppose that the teacher has first told the 
children the fuller stories, as given in the Teachers' Manual 
which accompanies this book. While these oral stories will add 
greatly to the children 's content and interest, nevertheless, the 
stories in the PRIMER are complete units in themselves. 

The sources of child literature have been searched for stories 
of genuine interest, which at the same time deal with life within 
the range of the child's experience. The list chosen includes 
twenty-eight stories and verses, which, by reason of their con- 
ceits, their joyous note, and their ethical ideals, make a strong 
appeal to children. Modem stories by such well-known writers 
of children's literature as Laura E. Richards, Maud Lindsay, 
Emilie Poulsson, Carolyn S. Bailey, Frances Weld Danielson, 
Jane L. Hoxie, Josephine Jarvis and others, are included, as 
well as some of the simplest and best of the Mother Qoose 
Rhymes and Folk Tales. 
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ANIMALS AND BIRDS 



THE CAT'S DINNER 

See the cat. 
See the kittens. 
Come, cat, come! 
Come, kittens, come! 



The cat saw a bird. 
The kittens saw it, too. 
The bird saw the cat. 
It saw the kittens, too. 
The bird flew away. 



The cat said, "Come, kittens! 
Come to the barn." 
The cat went to the barn. 
The kittens went, too. 
The cat saw a mouse. 
The mouse saw the cat. 
The mouse ran away. 



The cat went to the house. 

The kittens went, too. 

We said, "Come, cat, come! 

Come, kittens, come!" 

We gave them milk for dinner. 



SPOT'S KITTENS 

Spot is my cat. 

She is black and white. 

Come, Spot, come! 

I Uke Spot. 

Spot Hkes me. 



Spot has four kittens. 
One kitten is white. 
One kitten is black. 
I see a gray kitten, too. 
One kitten is hke Spot. 
It is black and white. 
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One day the rain came. 
Spot was wet. 
The kittens were wet, too. 
Spot said, "Mew, mew! 
We are wet! We are wet!" 
We took Spot into the house. 
We took the kittens, too. 
They went to sleep. 



Josephine Jarvis. 



ALICE AND HER KITTEN 

See little Alice. 
See her father. 
He has a basket. 
What is in it? 
Can you guess? 



Alice: What is in the basket? 

Father ; Can yOU gUBSS? 

Alice: Is it a bird? 

Father: No, it is not a bird. 
Alice: It is a Uttle dog ! 
Father: No, it is not a dog. 

Alice: Is it a kitten? 
Father: Yes, it is a kitten. 

Alice: Is it foF Hie? 
Father: YeS, it is for yOU. 
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The kitten is black. 

Alice Ukes the kitten. 

She gave it some milk. 

The kitten hkes milk. 

Alice Ukes milk, too. 

The kitten said, "Mew, mew!" 

It went to sleep. 



WHAT WAS IN THE NEST? 

The girls saw a nest. 
It was a little nest. 
It was in a tree. 
The girls saw two birds. 
Can you see them? 
They were pretty birds. 
They were in the tree. 



What was in the nest? 

Can you guess? 

The girls saw eggs in the nest. 

They saw one, two, three, four eggs. 

They saw four eggs in the nest. 

The four eggs were blue. 

They were pretty eggs. 



Mother bird sat on the nest. 
She sat there day after day. 
One day she flew from the nest. 
She sat in the tree. 
She sang and sang. 
Father bird sang, too. 
The girls looked in the nest. 
Can you guess what they saw? 



Four little birds were in the nest. 

Soon they could fly. 

Mother bird said, "Fly, fly!" 

Father bird said, "Fly, fly!" 

They flew from the nest. 

They flew from tree to tree. 

One day they flew away. 

The girls said, "Good-bye, good-bye!" 



THE WHITE DOVE 

The dove flew to the barn. 

It saw a white cow. 

The dove said, "Coo, coo! 

See my pretty wings! 

Don't you wish you had wings? 

You could fly and fly and fly." 

The cow said, "Moo, moo! 

I give milk to boys and girls. 

Moo, moo! I don't want to fly!" 



The dove flew to the sheep. 
It said, "Coo, coo ! 
Don't you wish you had wings? 
You could fly and fly and fly." 
The sheep said, "Baa, baa! 
I give wool to boys and girls. 
The wool keeps them warm. 
Baa, baa! I don't want to fly!" 



The dove flew to the horse. 

It said, "Coo, coo! 

Don't you wish you had wings? 

You could fly and fly and fly." 

The horse said, "No, no! 

I give rides to boys and girls. 

No, no! I don't want to fly!" 



The dove flew to the hen. 

It said, "Coo, coo! 

Don't you wish you could fly away?" 

The hen said, "Cluck, cluck! 

I give eggs to boys and girls. 

I don't want to fly away." 



"Coo, coo!" said the dove. 

"Are you all happy?" 

The cow said, "Moo, moo! Yes, yes!" 

The sheep said, "Baa, baa! Yes, yes!" 

The hen said, "Cluck, cluck! Yes, yes!" 

The horse said, "Yes, yes!" 

The dove said, 

"Coo, coo, coo! 
I am happy, too." 

She flew to her nest. 



Hariiibt Warkbn. 
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THE JAY AND THE DOVE 

Boy: Where do you come from, Mr. Jay? 

Jay: From the land of play, 
From the land of play. 

Boy: Where is that, Mr. Jay? 

, Jay: Far away. Far away. 
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bot: Where do you come from, Mrs. Dove? 

Dove: From the land of love, 
From the land of love. 

Bot: Howdo you get there, Mrs. Dove? 

Do™: Look above. Look above. 

L. Auu-Tadbma. 



LITTLE BOY BLUE 

Little Boy Blue, 
Come, blow your horn. 
The sheep are in the meadow. 
The cows are in the com. 
Where is the little boy 
Who looks after the sheep? 
He is under the haycock, 
Fast asleep. 



Where are you, Little Boy Blue? 
Are you in the house ? 
Are you in the barn ? 
Are you in the meadow ? 
I see you, Little Boy Blue ! 
You are under the haycock. 
Wake up ! Wake up ! 
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Blow your horn, Little Boy Blue. 
Do you see your sheep? 
They are in the meadow. 
Where are your cows? 
They are in the corn. 
Blow your horn, Little Boy Blue! 
Drive the sheep and the cows 
to the barn. 



LITTLE BO-PEEP 

Little Bo-peep 
Has lost her sheep, 
And can not tell 
Where to find them. 
Leave them alone, 
And they will come home. 
And bring their tails 
Behind them. 

MOTBIR GOOSK. 
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Bo-peep: Good moming, Boy Blue! 
I have lost my sheep. 

Boy blce: Have you looked for them? 

Bo-peep: Yes, I have looked for them. 

Boy Blue: Did you look in the corn? 

Bo-peep: Yes. They Were not there. 

Boy Blue: Come with me to the meadow. 
We will look for them there. 



BovBuns: I hear your sheep, Bo-peep! 
I see them, too. 

Bo-peep: Oh, yes ! There they are! 
They are in the meadow. 
I will drive them to the barn. 

Boy Blue: I will gO with yoU, Bo-peep. 

Bo-peep: Thank you. Little Boy Blue. 
Bring your horn with you. 




BAA, BAA, BLACK SHEEP 

Baa, baa, Black Sheep, 
Have you any wool? 
Yes, sir! Yes, sir! 
Three bags full. 
One for my master, 
One for my dame. 
And one for the little boy 
Who Uves in the lane. 



Mother Goose. 
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Girl: Good moming, Black Sheep! 
Have you any wool? 

Sheep: Yes ! I have three bags full. 

Gihl: What will you do with it? 

Smkp: One bag is for my master. 
One bag is for my dame. 
One bag is for Little Boy Blue. 

Girl: Where is Little Boy Blue? 

Sheep: He is in the lane. 
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Sheep: Good morning, Boy Blue ! 
Guess what I have for you. 

bot: Is it a bag of wool? 

Sheep: Ybs, it is a bag of black wool. 

Boy: Thank you, Black Sheep! 
Thank you for the wool! 
I will take it to mother. 
She will make me a coat. 
The coat will keep me warm. 
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THE PIG'S DINNER 

Little Pig went down the road. 
He wanted some dinner. 
Soon he came to a garden. 
It was full of pretty flowers. 
"Woof, woof!" said Little Pig. 
"I want to go into that garden. 
Flowers make a good dinner." 
He went into the garden. 
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Soon Red Hen came down the road. 
Her little chickens were with her. 
By and by they came to the garden. 
They saw the pretty flowers. 
"Cluck, cluck!" said Red Hen. 
"How pretty the flowers are! 
Come with me into the garden. 
We can find a good dinner there." 
They went into the garden to eat. 
How happy they all were! 



Soon White Cow came down the road. 
She saw the pretty flowers. 
She saw Little Pig in the garden. 
She saw Red Hen and her chickens. 
"Moo, moo!" she said. 
"How pretty the flowers are! 
They will make a good dinner." 
Red Hen said, "Cluck, cluck, come in!" 
Little Pig said, "Woof, woof, come in!" 
White Cow went into the garden. 



Soon the farmer came home. 

He saw White C!ow in the garden. 

He saw Red Hen and her chickens. 

He saw Little Pig, too. 

"Stop eating my flowers!" he said. 

"Get out of my garden!" 

Away they all ran down the road! 

"Good-bye, Mr. Farmer!" said the hen. 

"We had a good dinner!" said the pig. 

"We wiU comeback soon!" said the cow. 



MaITD LiHDaAY. 
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PIGGY WIG'S HOUSE 

Jack eabbit: Good moming, Piggy Wig ! 
Where are you going? 

Piggy Wig: I am going tO the WOods. 

I want to build a house. 

Jack Rabbit: May I gO with yOU ? 
Piggy Wig: What Can yOU do? 
Jack Rabbit; I can CUt doWn treeS. 

You can not cut them down. 
Piggy Wig: Come with me. I Want you. 
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Gray Goose: Good moming, Piggy Wig! 
Where are you going? 

Piggy Wig: I am going tO the WOOds. 

I want to build a house. 

Gray Goose: May I gO with yOU? 
: Piggy Wig: What Can yOU do ? 

Gray Goose: Your house will have cracks. 
I can fill all the cracks. 

Piggy Wig: Come with me. I want you. 
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Red Cock: Good moming, Piggy Wig ! 
Where axe you going? 

Piggy Wig: I am going tO the WOods. 

I want to build a house. 

Red Cock: May I gO with yOU? 
Piggy Wig: What Can yOU do? 

Red Cock: I can wake you up. 

I say, "Cock-a-doodle-doo!" 

Piggy Wig: Come with me. I want you. 



Soon they came to the woods. 
Jack Rabbit cut down the trees. 
Piggy Wig built the house. 
Gray Goose filled the cracks. 
Red Cock waked them up. 
"Cock-a-doodle-doo!" he said. 



THE LITTLE PIG 

Once there was a little pig. 

He lived with his mother in a pen. 

One day he saw his four little feet. 

"Wee, wee, Mother!" he said. 

"See my four little feet! 

What can I do with them?" 

She said, "You can run with them." 

The little pig ran and ran. 

He ran round and round the pen. 



One day he found his two Uttle eyes. 
"Wee, wee, Mother!" he said. 
"See my two Uttle eyes! 
What can I do with them?" 
She said, "You can see with them." 
The Uttle pig looked and looked. 
He saw his mother. 
He saw the cow. 
He saw the sheep. 



'One day he found his two little ears. 
"Wee, wee, Mother!" he said. 
"See my two Uttle ears! 
What can I do with them?" 
She said, "You can hear with them." 
He heard the dog say, "Bow, wow!" 
He heard the cat say, "Mew, mew!" 
He heard the cow say, "Moo, moo!" 
He heard the sheep say, "Baa, baa!" 



One day he found his one httle nose. 
"Wee, wee, Mother !" he said. 
"See my one little nose ! 
What can I do with it ?" 
She said, "You can smell with it. 
Can you smell your dinner?" 
The Uttle pig wanted his dinner. 
He could not smell it. 
"Wee, wee, wee !" he said. 



Soon he found his one little mouth. 

"Wee, wee, Mother!" he said. 

"See my one little mouth! 

What can I do with it?" 

She said, "You can eat with it. 

You can eat your dinner." 

The little pig wanted his dinner. 

He could not find it. 

"Wee, wee, wee !" he said. 



Soon a girl came to the pen. 
She had something for Piggy. 
Can you guess what it was? 
The girl said, "Come, Piggy! 
Come, Piggy, come! 
I have something for you. 
It' is something good to eat." 



What did the Uttle pig hear 
with his two little ears? 

What did the little pig see 
with his two little eyes? 

What did the httle pig do 
with his four little feet? 

What did the little pig smell 
with his one little nose? 

Guess what the little pig did 
with his one httle mouth. 



LITTLE RABBIT 

Stop, stop, Little Rabbit! 

Where are you going? 

Do not run away from me. 

I can not see you, now. 

Where are you. Little Rabbit? 

Oh, now I see you ! 

You are behind the flowers. 

You are in the pretty clovers. 



Stop, stop, Little Rabbit! 

Do not eat the clovers. 

They are so pretty. 

Some are pink hke your eyes. 

Some are white hke your ears. 

The clovers are so Uttle, now. 

Soon they will be big. 

Then you may eat them. 

Good-bye, Little Rabbit, good-bye! 
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JACK RABBIT'S VISIT 

Father Squirrel lived in a tree. 
His home was a hole in the tree. 
Mother Squirrel lived there, too. 
Three little squirrels lived with them. 
They were pretty little squirrels. 
They had big eyes and big tails. 
They played in the trees. 
They played on the ground, too. 



One day they were all at home. 

They were eating nuts. 

Jack Rabbit came along. 

He said, "May I come in?" 

"Yes, come in," said Father Squirrel. 

Jack Rabbit came into the house. 

"Sit down," said Mother Squirrel. 

He sat down on the floor. 

A Uttle squirrel said, "Eat some nuts!" 

"No, thank you," said Jack Rabbit. 

"I do not like nuts, Little Squirrel." 
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Squieeel: Rabbit, where do you live? 

Rabbit: I liye in the ground. 

I have a warm hole there. 

Squirrel: What do you eat? 

Rabbit: Oh, I eat leaves. 

What do you eat, Squirrel? 

Squirrel: We eat nUtS. 

Will you live with us? 

Rabbit: No! I Can not live in a tree. 
I must go, now. Good-bye! 



BOBBIE SQUIRREL'S TAIL 

See Bobbie Squirrel. 
What a big tail he has! 
One day he ran down a tree. 
Jack Rabbit was coining along. 
His tail was little. 
Jack Rabbit said, "Look at Bobbie! 
He wants us to see his big tail." 
Brown Owl said, "Oh, see Bobbie! 
He has his tail above his back." 



Bobbie Squirrel ran to a nut tree. 
There were nuts under the tree. 
Bobbie dug a hole in the ground. 
It was a big round hole. 
He swept the nuts into it. 
He swept them with his big tail. 
Bobbie covered them with leaves. 
He swept the leaves with his tail, too. 
Then he ran to his home in the tree. 
He will eat the nuts next winter. 
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Guess what Bobbie found at home! 

He found shells on the floor! 

A little squirrel had put them there. 

"Oh, dear me!" said Bobbie. 

"The floor must be swept!" 

So Bobbie swept the floor. 

He swept it with his big tail. 

By and by night came. 

Bobbie went to sleep on the floor. 

Guess what he did with his tail! 



Carolxn S. Bailev 



NED VISITS GRANDMOTHER 

Ned had a little red cart. 
He wanted Grandmother to see it. 
His mother gave him an apple. 
She gave him some cookies, too. 
He put the apple and the cookies 
into the cart. 

Then he went to see Grandmother. 
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Soon Ned came to a meadow. 
He saw Little Pig there. 
"Good morning !" said Ned. 
Little Pig said, "Wee, wee! 
I want ^ome cookies." 
Ned said, "No, no, Little Pig! 
They are for Grandmother. 
Come with me to her house. 
She will give you some dinner." 
So Little Pig went along with Ned. 



Soon they came to a barn. 

Ned saw White Hen. 

"Good morning !" said Ned. 

White Hen said, "Cluck, cluck! 

I want some cookies." 

Ned said, "No, no. White Hen! 

They are for Grandmother. 

Come with us to her house. 

She will give you some dinner." 

So White Hen went along with them. 
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Soon they came to a house. 
Gray Kitten was in the yard.- 
"Good morning!" said Ned. 
Gray Kitten said, "Mew, mew! 
I want some cookies." 
Ned said, "No, no, Gray Kitten! 
They are for Grandmother. 
C!ome with us to her house. 
She will give you some dinner." 
So Gray Kitten went along with them. 



Soon they came to a big tree. 

Little Bird was in the tree. 

He flew down to the ground. 

"Good morning!" said Ned. 

Little Bird said, "Peep, peep! 

I want some cookies." 

Ned said, "No, no. Little Bird! 

They are for Grandmother. 

Come with us. to her house. 

She will give you some dinner." 

So Little Bird went along with them. 



Grandmother looked down the road. 
"What do I see?" she said. 
"Oh, it is Uttle Ned! 
Good morning, Ned!" 
Ned said, "Good morning! 
See my red cart, Grandmother! 
I have some cookies for you. 
I have an apple for you, too." 
Grandmother said, "Thank you, Ned! 
I like cookies and apples." 
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Grandmother: Ned, what Can I give yOU? 

LiiTLB Ned: Oh, give US some dinner! 

Grandmother: What do yOU like, Ned? 
Little Ned: Little Pig likeS COm. 

White Hen Ukes corn, too. 
Little Bird hkes bread. 
Gray Kitten likes milk. 
I Uke milk, too. 

Grandmother: I will get COrn and bread. 

I will get milk, too. 
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Little Bird ate bread. 

White Hen and little Pig ate corn. 

Ned and Gray Kitten drank milk. 

Grandmother ate the cookies. 

She ate the apple, too. 

Ned said, "We must go now. 

Thank you for the good dinner." 

"Good-bye, Ned," said Grandmother. 

"Good-bye, Grandmother," said Ned. 



Soon they came to the big tree. 
"Good-bye, Little Bird," said Ned. 
"Peep, peep!" said Little Bird. 
Next they came to the house. 
"Good-bye, Gray Kitten!" said Ned. 
"Mew, mew!" said Gray Kitten. 
Next they came to the bam. 
"•Good-bye, White Hen!" said Ned. 
"Cluck, cluck!" said White Hen. 
Next they came to the meadow. 
"Good-bye, Little Pig!" said Ned. 
"Wee, wee!" said Little Pig. 
Ned ran to his mother. 



Mabiom Watbbn. 



LITTLE OWL 

Little Owl lived with Mother Owl. 
One night Mother Owl said, "Whoo! 
Big owls say 'Whoo, whoo!' 
You must say 'Whoo, whoo.' " 
Little Owl said, "Oh, no. Mother! 
I don't want to say 'Whoo, whoo.' " 
Mother Owl said, ' 'You must say 'Whoo. ' 
The boy and the cat will hear you. 
They will run away from you." 
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Little Owl would not say'^Whoo/' 

Mother Owl said, "A cat will get you!" 

Little Owl said, "What is a cat?" 

Mother Owl said, "A cat has big eyes. 

It can see at night. 

It eats birds." 

Little Owl said, "What do cats say? 

Do cats say *Whoo, whoo,' Mother?" 

''No, no!" said Mother Owl. 

''Cats say 'Mew, mew!'" 

"Mother, Mother!" said Little Owl. 

''I want to see a cat! 

I want to hear her say 'Mew, mew!' " 

Mother Owl said, "You must say 'Whoo.' 

You are not a good Uttle owl." 
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One day Mother Owl flew away. 

Little Owl sat in a tree. 

"Mew, mew!" he said. "Mew, mew!" 

A cat heard him say, "Mew, mew!" 

She said, "Little Owl, Little Owl! 

Can you eat a mouse?" 

"Oh, yes!" said Little Owl. 

The cat said, "Do you eat birds?" 

"Oh, no! I am a bird," said Little Owl. 

The cat said, "I eat birds. 

I will eat you, Little Owl!" 



A boy came to the tree. 
His name was Bobbie. 
He was a kind little boy. 
He saw Little Owl and the cat. 
Bobbie said, "Cat, go away! 
You must not eat Little Owl! 
I want to take him home with me. 
I want to give him some dinner. 
Good-bye, Cat, good-bye!" 
So Bobbie took Little Owl home 
with him. 



Little Owl was not happy. 

He wanted to go to his mother. 

That night Mother Owl came to him. 

Little Owl said, "Mother, Mother! 

I will be a good Uttle owl. 

I will say 'Whoo, whoo!' 

Take me home with you." 

Mother Owl said, "No, no. Little Owl! 

I can not take you with me." 

In the morning she flew away. 
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Little Owl would not eat his dinner. 
All day he said, "Whoo, whoo!" 
Bobbie's mother heard Little Owl. 
She said, "Bobbie, hear Little Owl! 
He wants to go to his mother. 
Take him to his home." 
Bobbie took Little Owl to the woods. 
"Mother Owl! Mother Owl!" he said. 
"Do you want Little Owl?" 
Mother Owl said, "Whoo, whoo!" 
Little Owl said, "Whoo, whoo," too. 
Bobbie gave Little Owl to his mother. 
How happy they all were! 



Anne Schdtzb, 



WHAT BROWN PUSSY SAW 

Once Gray Pussy sat in a tree. 
Brown Pussy sat on the ground. 
Gray Pussy looked at Brown Pussy. 
Brown Pussy looked at Gray Pussy. 
"Good morning," said Gray Pussy. 
"Mew, mew," said Brown Pussy. 
"What a pretty coat you have!" 



Brown Pussy ran away. 

Gray Pussy looked at her. 

She said, "See Brown Pussy run! 

I wish I could run, too." 

Brown Pussy ran to her home. 

Guess what she said to her mother! 

She said, 

"A little gray kitten 

Sat in a tree! 

I looked at her, 

She looked at me!" 



Kate L.' Brown. 



THE BROOK 

Brook, brook, come along. 
Run along with me! 
Oh, what happy playmates 
You and I will be! 

You can dance, I can dance. 
Both of us can sing, ■ 
Tirili, tirih, 
Ting, ting, ting! 



Brook, brook, come along. 
Run along with me! 
Oh, dear me, I tumbled in! 
What a sight to see! 

You are wet, I am wet. 
Still we both can sing, 
Tirili, tirili, 
Ting, ting, ting! 



Lauri E. Richards. 
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THE WINDMILL 

Once there was a big windmill. 
It went round and round. 
It gave water to the horses and 
the cows. 

It gave water to the sheep, too. 
One day it said, "I will stop! 
I will not go round and round." 
So the windmill was still all day. 



By and by the wind came. 

It said, "I will help you, Windmill. 

I will make you go round and 
round and round." 

"No, no!" said the windmill. 

"I don't want to go round and 
round and round. 

I don't want you to help me. 

I want to be still all day." 

The wind said, '*You must go round! 

The horses and cows want water. 

I will blow for you." 

The windmill would not go. 

It would not bring any water. 

So the wind went away. 
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By and by the horses came home. 
They had helped the farmer all day. 
The cows and the sheep came, too. 
They all ran to the windmill. 
They all wanted some water. 
There was no water for them! 
They said, "Oh, Windmill! 
Will you be kind to us? 
Will you give us water, Windmill?" 



The windmill was not happy. 

It was sorry there was no water. 

It said, "Wind, come and help me!" 

The wind came at once. 

"I will blow for you," it said. 

The windmill went round and round. 

Soon the water came. 

The horses drank and drank. 

The cows and the sheep drank, too. 

How happy the windmill was! 



Kathltn Lib bet. 



WHO LIKES NORTH WIND ? 

"Oo-oo ! Oo-oo !" said North Wind. 

Little Bird sat in a tree. 

He wanted to keep warm. 

"Peep, peep! Peep, peep!" he said. 

"How cold the wind is! 

Winter is coming. 

I must fly away. Good-bye!" 




"Oooo! Oo-oo!" said North Wind. 

Gray Squirrel sat on the ground. 

"How cold the wind is!" he said. 

"Winter is coming. 

There are nuts in the woods. 

I win fill my nest with nuts. 

I can eat them in the winter. 

My nest wiU keep me warm. 

I will go to my home in the tree." 
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"Oo-oo! Oo-oo!" said North Wind. 

Black Kitten was in the yard. 

"Mew, mew, mew!" he said. 

"How cold the wind is! 

Winter is coming. 

I want to go into the house. 

I can keep warm there. 

I can get some milk there, too. 

I can sleep on the warm floor. 

Mew, mew! Mew, mew! 

Let me come into the house!" 



"Oo-oo! Oo-oo!" said North Wind. 

Jack ran to the bam. 

"Hurrah! Hurrah!" he said. 

"How cold the wind is! 

Winter is coming. 

It is going to snow. 

I will make a snow man. 

I will ride down the hill, too. 

Hurrah ! Hurrah ! Hurrah ! ' ' 



"Oo-oo! Oo-oo!" said North Wind. 

"How happy I am, now! 

I have found a playmate. 

Oo-oo, Jack, oo-oo! 

The white snow is coming. 

See! It is coming now! 

You and I will be playmates. 

How happy we will be! 

Oo-oo, Jack, oo-oo!" 



HOW PATTY GAVE THANKS 

Cow: Good morning to you all! 

I have something to tell you. 
Can you guess what it is? 

Hohse: Is it about a little girl? 

Cow: Yes ! It is about a little girl. 
Can you guess who she is? 

Sheep: Is it Something about Patty? 

Cow: Yes! It is about Patty. 
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HoHsi: I want to hear about Patty. 
We all love Patty. 

Sheep: Yes ! TeU, US about Patty. 

Cow: What a good girl Patty is! 
She came to me this morning. 
She said, "Good morning, Cow ! 
This is Thank-you day. 
You give me milk. 
I hke your good milk. 
Thank you, Cow, thank you!" 
She gave me an apple. 
I like to give milk to Patty. 



Sheep: Bob, did you See Patty? 

Horse: Yes, Patty Came to me, too. 
She said, "You dear horse! 
You give me rides. 
Thank you. Bob, thank you!" 
She patted me and patted me. 
Then she gave me some hay. 
I will give her a ride soon. 

Cow; How kind Patty is! 

Bob likes to give her rides. 
I like to give her milk. 



Horse: Did Patty thank you, Sheep? 

Sheep: Ybs, she came to us, too. 
She said, "Good morning! 
I know what you give me. 
You give me wool. 
The wool keeps me warm. 
Thank you, thank you!" 
Then she gave us some water. 

Cow: How kind Patty is! 

Bob Ukes to give her rides. 
Sheep like to give her wool. 
I Uke to give her milk. 



Cow: Did Patty thank the hens, too? 

Horse: Yes! I heard her thank them. 
Then she gave them some corn. 

Sheep: What do the hens give Patty? 

Cow: They give her eggs. 

Horse: She Said "Thank you" to us all. 

Cow: How kind Patty is! 

Bob Ukes to give her rides. 
Sheep Hke to give her wool. 
Hens like to give her eggs. 
I like to give her milk. 



Emilie Podlsbon. 
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THE LITTLE CHRISTMAS TREE 

Once there were three trees. 

They lived on a hill. 

One tree was big. 

One tree was not so big. 

One tree was little. 

The snow came down upon them. 

They said, "Christmas is coming! 

We want to be Christmas trees!" 



A little bird came along. 

The little bird was lost. 

He could not find his mother. 

He went to the big tree. 

"Are you a kind tree?" he said. 

"May I sit in your branches? 

The snow is so cold!" 

The big tree said, "No, no! 

I don't want birds in my branches. 

I am going to be a Christmas tree!" 



^^How cold I am!" said the bird. 

"I wish I could find a kind tree! 

It would keep me warm." 

He went on up the hill. 

Soon he came to the next tree. 

"Are you a kind tree?" he said. 

"May I sit in your branches? 

The snow is so cold! 

I am lost, dear Tree. 

I can not find my mother." 

Now the tree was not kind. 

It was like the big tree. 

It said, "No, Little Bird, no! 

I don't want birds in my branches. 

I am going to be a Christmas tree!" 
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"How cold I am!" said the bird. 
"I wish I could find a kind tree!" 
He went on up the hill. 
Soon he came to the little tree. 
He said, "Little Tree, I am lost! 
May I sit in your warm branches? 
The snow is so cold!" 
Now the little tree was kind. 
It was not like the other trees. 
It said, "Oh, yes, dear Bird! 
You may sit in my branches." 
How happy the little bird was! 



By and by the bird heard something. 
A sleigh was coming up the hill! 
It did not stop at the big tree. 
It did not stop at the next tree. 
On it went to the little tree. 
"It has come to us!" said the bird. 
A man jumped out of the sleigh. 
Can you guess who he was? 



"What a pretty tree!" said the man. 
"I want it for a Christmas tree." 
So he took it with him in the sleigh. 
He took the little bird, too. 
He said, '^I will take you to Patty. 

She will keep you warm." 
Away they all flew in the sleigh. 
How happy the Uttle tree was! 
How happy the little bird was! 

Mart McDowell. 
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OUR FLAG 

I know three little sisters. 
You know the sisters, too. 
For one is red, and one is white, 
The other one is blue. 



Hurrah for the three Httle sisters! 
Hurrah for the red, white, and blue. 
Hurrah! Hurrah! Hurrah! Hurrah! 
Hurrah for the red, white, and blue. 

E. L. McCoRD. 
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THE EASTER RABBIT 

Little Rabbit sat by the road. 
Ray and May came along. 
They did not see Little Rabbit. 
"Easter is coming soon," said May. 
"Let us make a nest in the yard. 
The Easter Rabbit will see it. 
He will leave pretty eggs in it for us." 
Ray said, "Yes, let us make a nest!" 
Away they ran to make the nest. 



Little Rabbit ran to his mother. 

"I want to be the Easter Rabbit," 
he said. 

"What is the Easter Rabbit?" 
said his mother. 

"The Easter Rabbit puts eggs 
into nests," he said. 

"Ray and May are going to make 
a nest in the yard. 

I want to put eggs into it." 

His mother said, "Do not go away! 

Ray and May will catch you." 



Mother Rabbit went to the garden. 
Then Little Rabbit ran away. 
He wanted to find Easter eggs. 
Ray and May saw Little Rabbit. 
They ran after him. 
"Stop, Little Rabbit!" said Ray. 
"Stop! Let us catch you. 
Oh, now we have you ! 
We will keep you in the bam." 
They took Little Rabbit to the barn. 
They patted him and patted him. 
They gave him leaves for dinner. 



Little Rabbit wanted his mother. 
Ray said, "The rabbit is not happy. ' 
Let us take him to the yard. 
He will put Easter eggs into the nest!" 
They took Little Rabbit to the yard. 
Away he ran down the road! 
By and by Little Rabbit stopped. 
He said, "I will go back to the yard. 
I want to make Ray and May happy. 
I want to be the Easter Rabbit. 
I will look for eggs in the yard."' 



Little Rabbit ran back to the yard. 

He could not find any eggs there. 

Then he looked in the nest. 

Can you guess what he saw? 

He saw two little kittens! 

One kitten was white. 

The other kitten was black. 

Then he saw the mother cat. 

She had a gray kitten in her mouth. 

She put it into the nest, too. 



Soon May came to the nest. 
She was looking for Easter eggs. 
"Oh, see the kittens!" she said. 
"Come, Ray! See what is in the nest!" 
Ray ran to look in the nest. 
"What pretty kittens!" he said. 
How happy Ray and May were! 
Little Rabbit was happy, too. 
"The cat is the Easter Rabbit!" he said. 
Then he ran home to his mother. 



.\nnk Schutzb. 



IN THE BARN YARD 

Once there was a big barn yard. 
White Cow and Piggy Wig hved in it. 
Red Hen and Gray Pony lived there, too. 
Piggy Wig said, "Woof, woof! 
What a good day to eat and sleep!" 
Red Hen said, "Cluck, cluck! 
What a good day to go to the garden!" 
White Cow said, "Moo, moo! 
What a good day to eat hay!" 
Gray Pony said, "Good morning! 
What a good day to give rides!" 



Piggy Wig said, "Woof, woof! 
I want to eat and sleep. 
I don't want to give rides." 
Red Hen said, "Cluck, cluck! 
I want to go to the garden. 
I don't want to give rides." 
White Cow said, "Moo, moo! 
I want to go to the meadow. 
I want to eat hay there. 
I don't want to give rides." 
Gray Pony said, "I want to run. 
I want to give master a ride." 
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The master came to the barn yard. 
He said, "Piggy Wig, eat your dinner. 
You may eat and sleep all day. 
Red Hen, go to the garden. 
You will find something to eat there. 
White Cow, go to the meadow. 
You will find hay there. 
Gray Pony, come to me. 
We will go to see a sick girl. 
She lives far, far away." 



The master jumped upon Gray Pony. 

Away they went galloping, galloping, 
galloping. 

By and by they came to the home 
of the sick girl. 

The master went into the house. 

Soon he came back to Gray Pony. 

He said, "We helped the sick girl. 

She can go out to play, soon'. 

You are a good pony." 

How happy Gray Pony was! 

« 

The master jumped upon Gray Pony. 
He said, "Now we will go home." 
Away they went galloping back 

to the barn yard. 
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Red Hen said, "Cluck, cluck, Gray Pony! 

I ate corn in the garden." 

White Cow said, "Moo, moo! 

What a good day I have had! 

I ate hay in the meadow." 

Piggy Wig said, "Woof, woof! 

What a good sleep I have had! 

I had a good dinner, too." 

Gray Pony said, "How happy I am! 

I have had a good day, too. 

I helped the little girl." 



Fbancbb Weld Dakielson. 
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ALICE AND THE BIRD 

AKce was fast asleep. 

A bird saw her. 

"Wake up! Wakeup!" sang the bird. 

"Wake up, Little Girl!" it sang. 

Alice waked up! 

She jumped out of her bed. 

She saw the bird in the tree. 
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Alice went to play with Patty. 

She took her doll with her. 

Patty said, "I want the doll!" 

Alice said, "No, I want it!" 

"Give up! Give up!" sang the bird. 

Alice looked up into the tree. 

There sat the bird! 

"Give up! Give up!" it sang. 

"I hear you. Little Bird," said Alice. 

"I will give up! I will give up! 

Patty, you may have the doll." 



Alice went home to dinner. 

Her mother was not there. 

"Oh, where is mother?" she said. 

"I want my dinner!" 

"Cheer up! Cheer up!" sang the bird. 

AUce looked up into the tree. 

There sat the bird! 

"Cheer up! Cheer up!" it sang. 

"I will cheer up," said Alice. 

"I will cheer up and be happy." 

She ran to play with her kitten. 

She sang and was happy. 
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After dinner, Alice went for a ride. 
Then her mother put her to bed. 
Her black eyes would not shut. 
"Shut them up!" sang the bird. 
"Shut them up! Shut them up!" 
"I will shut them up," said Alice. 
Soon. she was fast asleep. 
How happy the bird was! 
It had helped AUce all the day. 



Kmilt Rose Bdrt. 



DARK PONY 

Once there was a pony. 

His name was Dark. 

He took boys and girls to Sleepytown. 

One night a boy stopped him. 

The boy's name was Noddy. 

Noddy said, 

"Take me down 
To Sleepytown!" 
Noddy jumped upon Dark Pony. 
Away they went galloping, galloping, 
galloping. 



Soon they came to a little girl. 
The girl's name was Niddy. 
Niddy said, 

"Let me go, too. 
Take me with you!" 
Dark Pony stopped galloping. 
Noddy said, "We will take you." 
Niddy jumped up behind Noddy. 
"Go, go. Dark Pony!" she said. 
Away they went galloping, galloping, 
galloping. 



Soon they came to a white dog. 
The dog said, 

"Bow, wow, wow! 
Take me now!" 
Dark Pony stopped galloping. 
' Noddy jumped down to get the dog. 
Then he jumped upon the pony. 
"Go, go. Dark Pony!" he said. 
Away they went galloping, galloping, 
galloping. 



Soon they came to a black cat. 
The cat said, 

"Mew, mew, mew! 
Take me, too!" 
Dark Pony stopped galloping. 
Niddy jumped down to get the cat. 
Then she jumped upon the pony. 
She took the cat with her. 
"Go, go. Dark Pony!" she said. 
Away they went galloping, galloping, 
galloping. 



By and by they came to a barn. 

They saw a red cock there. 

The red cock said, 

"Cock-a-doodle-doo ! 
Take me, too!" 

Dark Pony stopped galloping. 

Niddy said, "Come, Red Cock! 

You may sit behind me." 

The red cock flew up behind Niddy. 

"Go, go. Dark Pony!" said Niddy. 

Away they went galloping, galloping, 

galloping. 




r 
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Soon they came to the woods. 
They saw a gray squirrel there. 
The squirrel said, 
"Can you see 
A place for me?" 
Niddy said, "Yes, Gray Squirrel. 
I see a place for you. 
Sit by the red cock." 
The squirrel sat by the red cock. 
"Go, go. Dark Pony !" said Niddy. 
Away they went galloping, galloping, 
galloping. 



They went galloping on and on. 

How happy they all were! 

They sang and sang and sang. 

By and by Dark Pony stopped. 

He had come to Sleepytown. 

All the eyes were shut. 

Niddy and Noddy and White Dog 
and Black Cat and Red Cock and 
Gray Squirrel were all fast asleep. 



THE ALPHABET 
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WORD LIST 



This list includes the 303 different words used in the Primer — an average 
of two and a half words to a page. 



7 see 
the 
cat 

kittens 
come 

8 saw 
a 

bird 
it 

too 
flew 
away 

9 said 
to 

barn 
went 
mouse 
ran 

10 house 
we 
gave 
them 
milk 
for 
dinner 

11 Spot 



is 

my 

she 

black 

and 

white 

I 

like 

me 

12 has 
four 
one 
gray 

13 day 
rain 
came 
was 
wet 
were 
mew 
are 
took 
into 
they 
sleep 

14 little 
Alice 



her 

father 

he 

basket 

what 

in 

can 

you 

guess 

15 no 
not 
dog 
yes 

16 some 

17 girls 
nest 
tree 
two 
pretty 

18 eggs 
three 
blue 

19 sat 
on 
mother 



there 

after 

from 

sang 

looked 

20 soon 
could 

fly 

good-bye 

21 dove 
cow 
coo 
wings 
don't 
wish 
had 
moo 
give 
boys 
want 

22 sheep 
baa 
wool 
keeps 
warm 
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23 horse 


fast 


bags 


42 fill 


rides 


asleep 


full 
master 


cracks 


24 hen 


29 wake 


dame 


43 say 


cluck 


up 


lives 


Cock-a- 






lane 


doodle- 


25 aU 


30 drive 




doo 


happy 




36 take 




am 


31 Bo-peep 


make 


44 Jack 




lost 


coat 


Rabbit 


26 where 


tell 


37 pig 
down 
road 
garden 
flowers 
woof 


built 


do 


find 


goose 


Mr. Jay 


leave 




land 

of 

play 


alone 

will 

home 


45 once 
his 
oen 


that 


bring 


•eet 


far 


•their 


38 red 


wee 




tails 


chickens 


run 


27 Mrs. 


behind 


by 


round 


love 




eat 




how 


32 morning 




46 found 


get 


have 


40 farmer 


eyes 


above 


did 


stop 






with 


out 


47 ears 


28 blow 




back 


heard 


your 


33 hear 




bow-wow 


horn 


Oh 


41 Piggy Wig 


meadow 


go 


woods 


48 nose 


corn 


thank 


build 


smell 


who 




may 




under 


34 any 


cut 


49 mouth 


haycock 


sir 




50 something 


rf 
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52 now 


59 shells 


both 


96 branches 


clovers 


put 


sing 






dear 


tirili 


98 other 


53 so 


night 


ting 




pink 
be 
big 
then 


60 Ned 
cart 
grand- 


79 tumbled 
sight 
still 


99 sleigh 
jumped 

101 sisters 




mother 80 windmill 




54 squirrel 


him 


water 


102 Ray 


hole 


an 




Easter 


ground 


apple 


81 help 






cookies 




103 catch 


55 at 




83 sorry 




nuts 


63 yard 




105 stopped 


along 
sit 


64- peep 


84 north 
cold 


108 pony 


floor 




• 


110 sick 


56 us 


66 bread 


86 let 


• 

111 galloping 


must 


67 ate 


87 hurrah 


114 bed 


57 Bobbie 


drank 


snow 
man 


115 doll 


coming 


70 whoo 


hill 


116 cheer 


Brown 
Owl 


73 name 
kind 


90 about 


117 shut 




Patty 


118 dark 1 


58 dug 


75 would 




Sleepy- 


swept 


76 pussy 

78 brook 
dance 


92 patted 


towu 


covered 

next 

winter 


93 know Noddy 
95 Christmas 11^ Niddy 




playmates upon 


123 place 
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